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Teachers’ Morale Low 


The present crisis in education, 
which Between The Lines has fore- 
cast for many months, was re- 
cently ably summarized by Benja- 
min Fine of The New York Times. 

“Never before has the morale of 
the teaching staff been as low as 
it is today,” writes Mr. Fine. 
“Everywhere teachers are discon- 
tented, dissatisfied with their pro- 
fession, almost ashamed to be 
teachers. A sampling of 1,500 typi- 
cal classroom leaders and school 
heads throughout the country 
showed a sharp decline in teacher 
morale ...The same questions 
asked of 450 town and city super- 
intendents showed an even greater 
number who said teacher morale 
was worse than before the war. . . 

“Teachers are not convinced 
that their profession is valuable. 
They are no longer certain that 
they serve for the benefit of man- 
kind. This attitude ig reflected in 
the stand taken by teachers on 
the question of remaining in the 
teaching profession or of advising 
others to enter. Thirty-six per cent 
of the classroom leaders of the na- 
tion said they would not advise 
young people to undertake teach- 
ing as a life work. 

“Many were bitter in their com- 
ments. A woman president of a 
village teachers’ association in 
California observed: ‘I most cer- 
tainly would not advise anyone to 
go into teaching. Teachers are 
definitely not respected as they 
should be by parents or students.’ 

“An elementary school principal, 
president of his county teachers’ 
association in Colorado, said: ‘I’m 
advising all capable youngsters to 
keep out of teaching. There are 
other professions and occupations 
in which young people can make 
a decent living.’ 

“In Alabama the president of a 
large city teachers’ association 
said: ‘I fee] that it is unwise for 
any young person to spend five 
years in college preparing for a 
profession that does not average 
a living wage. America apparently 
puts a low value on education.’ ” 

Yet wherever teachers, desper- 
ate to improve their rapidly de- 
teriorating situation, have resort- 
ed to strikes, as they did recently 
in St. Paul and in Buffalo, they are 
called communists. 


|” bvabetrnenad AVIATION is out on a limb. The big drive has been 

for jet power and speed—speed and more speed. By 1946 we 
could announce proudly that our jets were the fastest planes in the 
world. Then somebody made a discovery; a machine gun fired from 
a plane travelling at jet speed could only burp! The bullets tumbled 
out like marbles falling from a little boy’s pocket, because the plane 
was speeding as fast as a projectile can travel. With the great powers 
rushing to perfect atomic weapons, with scientists saying that there 
can be no defense against the atom, and with man outspeeding the 
bullets he fires, it looks as though we are soon going to see the end of 
war,—or the end of man. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


AGES, PRICES AND THE FUTURE. In our last forecast we 

outlined the growing economic strain that has been brought on 
by continued high prices and inadequate income in millions of Ameri- 
can homes, and the increasing sense of insecurity and fear of eventual 
unemployment such conditions create. The next thing that is impor- 
tant for us to watch, if we are to understand the developments of our 
day, is the relationship of this growing sense of insecurity to the gov- 
ernment debt and government financial policy. And this is not the- 
oretical, it is a condition that will touch every life and every home. 

In all of this, don’t forget that the vast majority of the American 
people have already spent their war-time savings, are living a mar- 
ginal existence and do not care what happens to large investments, 
the banking structure or even the government debt. 

Any financial policy formed in Washington therefore, must be 
drawn up with one eye on the absolute steel-edged requirements of 
government financing and the huge government debt and the other 
eye on the vote response of millions of Americans who are thinking 
only about jobs and the somewhat fragile security of their homes. It 
is this tug-of-war between what is good for votes and what is good 
for the country’s financial condition that is going to be the point of 
crisis. 

For instance, when the Republicans were riding into power there 
was much big talk about cutting down income taxes, cutting down 
government costs and removing all price controls so that prices could 
return to “normal levels.” Today the Republican leaders, having las- 
soed the votes, are now walking on eggs concerning the tax cuts, have 
sweat buckets for every little sliver they were able to cut off govern- 
ment expenditures—and prices have gone much higher. The Repub- 
lican leaders now in the saddle, committed as they are to large busi- 
ness interests, are determined to hold wages down, but if prices stay 
high or keep on climbing and wages are held down, what about the 
votes the next election? 

Behind this political dilemma then, are the cold facts of inflated 
government costs and an enormously inflated debt. When the war was 
over, we thought war effort costs would end, but keeping large armies 
abroad, feeding millions in occupied territories, continuing vast arms 
maintenance mean that enormous expenditures go on in spite of 
campaign promises. 

(continued on next page) 


Palestine Crisis 


The problems and strife in Pal- 
estine have now reached such a 
crisis that the harassed British, 
failing to draw the United States 
into the situation in support of 
London’s position, are now at- 
tempting to turn the whole thing 
over to the UN. Behind that ma- 
neuver is the veiled hope that, 
while Britain will be relieved of 
responsibility for the mess, British 
interests will continue to have am- 
ple protection through the bloc of 
votes Britain can round up in any 
UN decision—which situation with- 
in the UN is, of course, the rea- 
son for Soviet Russia’s determined 
clinging to the right of veto. 

The significant issues behind the 
whole Palestine turmoil continues 
for the most part to be carefully 
shielded from the American public 
eye. American and British oil com- 
panies must depend on the good 
will of the Arab world for contin- 
ued exploitation of the vast Near 
East oil treasures. Jewish immi- 
gration into Palestine stirs up 
Arab revolt. British and American 
oil interests are pre-eminent in 
influence over policy making in 
London and Washington. Hence 
the tremendous humanitarian 
pressure from all over the world 
to allow European Jews to find 
refuge in Palestine is more than 
counterbalanced by the pressure 
of the American and British oil 
interests to keep them out of Zion 
that the flow of oil may be undis- 
turbed. Yet many millions of Jews 
could be accepted in Palestine to 
the economic benefit of both Jew 
and Arab peasant. 

The Laborite government in 
London has shown its willingness 
to meet progressive measures over 
the world, even where they mean 
the voluntary liquidation of the al- 
ready crumbling British commer- 
cial empire. But even the Labor- 
ites recognize that Britain must 
have oil to survive as a commer- 
cial world power,—and their near- 
est oil is in Arabia. So, while the 
Laborites cannot break with this 
oil-dominated policy, they are un- 
fortunately inheriting the evil af- 
termath of the inhuman and im- 
moral practices of their imperial 
predecessors. 

For instance, it is common talk 


(continued on next page) 





Palestine Crisis 

(Continued) 
among those who know Palestin- 
intimately that much of the pres- 
ent hatred between Jew and Arab 
was deliberately stirred up and 
maintained by British agents dur- 
ing past years for fear that a 
united Jew-Arabian Near East 
would have a deteriorating influ- 
ence on Britain’s dominant posi- 
tion. 

Arthur Koestler’s recent book 
on Palestine, “Thieves in the 
Night,” contains a chapter that 
tears the mask from Britain’s as- 
sumed role of “mandate protector 
of the Jews.” In this chapter, he 
reports a conversation between an 
American newspaper correspond- 
ent, and an assistant British chief 
commissioner of Palestine. The 
American says: 

“The Arabs believed that you 
welcomed the killing of Jews be- 
cause your whole attitude encour- 
aged them to believe it. You back- 
ed the Mufti [Arab leader] dur- 
ing 20 years though you knew 
about his doings. I have read your 
Royal Commissioner’s Report, all 
the 400 pages of it, which accuses 
your loca] administration of con- 
doning Arab terrorism. This isn’t 
Jewish sales-talk—it’s printed in 
your Majesty’s Stationery Office. 
I know one of your Intelligence 
guys, who toured in his tar the 
Arab villages near Nazareth, tell- 
ing them not to sell land to the 
Jews because your government is 
against it. 

“I know of others who smuggled 
arms to the Syrian rebels... 
You’ve been asking for trouble 
and you’ve got it, and now you 
complain because English soldiers 
are killed. You had to crush the 
Arab gangs, not for the sake of 
the Jews, but for your own sake, 
because this country is the stra- 
tegic center of your Empire, and 
you need it. Even so, you did 
bloody little to defend the Hebrew 
settlers who were left to look af- 
ter themselves and sent to jail for 
possessing rifles with which to de- 
fend themselves and their women- 
folk . .. Here—your Royal Com- 
mission Report, page 201: “Today 
it is evident that the elementary 
duty of providing public security 
has not been discharged. If there 
is one grievance which the Jews 
have undoubted right to prefer it 
is the absence of security.’” 


Churchill 


Readers of Between The Lines 
will remember that several years 
back we provided them with re- 
ports concerning the fact that the 
United States military leaders 
were prepared to invade western 
Europe as early as the summer 
of 1943, but that Winston Church- 
ill, persuading Roosevelt and over- 
riding the American military lead- 
ers, promoted the invasion of 
Africa and Italy. We also reported 
that thousands of American boys 
died needlessly in the long drawn 
out futile campaigns in Italy for 
which Churchill is responsible. 

American military men. were 
concerned only with the defeat of 


(continued in third column) 


X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


Because of this, no matter what you hear about lower prices being 
just around the corner and dollar values being restored, you can de- 
pend on it that prices will have to stay up and the dollar will have to 
continue to be cut far down in value. The only way the inflated debt 
can be maintained is by inflated dollars. Also, the harder it is to 
finance the debt, the cheaper the dollars will become and the less they 
will buy. 

That is why we keep hearing of the danger of inflation. No one 
is supposed to talk out loud about this debt inflation danger, so the 
average economist has used the smoke screen of scarcity of goods to 
support the trends he feels are inevitable. However, the scarcity of 
goods is rapidly vanishing, and the danger that our economy will be- 
come based more and more on cheaper or inflated dollars continues. 

This need not be interpreted in pessimistic terms for the average 
American, for cheap dollars will mean more dollars and likely more 
activity in the spending and exchange of these dollars. It foreshadows 
a highly geared economy with a rapid turnover of goods and a higher 
standard of living PROVIDED business leaders do not try to keep 
wage scales low and out of proportion to the rising tide of costs and 
the cheaper dollars in circulation. Unfortunately, that is what large 
business interests are trying to do—to break the bargain-power of the 
unions and force wages down. That is what is behind much of the 
big drive now against labor unions in general—to break their power 
and lower their bargaining position. 

When the congressional voices representing large business inter- 
ests talk about stopping industry-wide wage bargaining, and about 
breaking what they call labor monopolies, they mean cutting down la- 
bor’s power to control wages and putting the power back in the hands 
of large scale management. These congressmen are saying nothing 
about the great industrial monopolies’ power to hold wages down or 
force wages lower . . . and there is where the real danger lies in the 
future. 

Government costs can be brought down very little, and no ora- 
torical magic will remove the existence of the huge national debt. 
High incomes, high wages, high taxes, high standards of living—all 
in terms of cheaper dollars—are the only way out. If that structure is 
broken by forcing down wages and living standards, by trying to 
make the dollar dear at the bottom while it remains cheap and plenti- 
ful at the top, the blow-up politically and economically will be deep 
and wide, 

There have been many abuses in labor leadership and unionism 
and they need to be corrected. But many of the men in Congress now, 
about whom you are hearing the most, are using the need for correc- 
tive labor legislation as a screen to cut the jugular vein of the work- 
er’s right and power to win a wage that will match the economic 
movements in the country. Such action would prove to be the most 
blind, reckless and costly kind of leadership in the end. 


( Corea IMPERATIVE. While much discussion is going 

on today over corrective labor legislation, the most important 
problem in the labor situation is beyond the reach of legislation or 
legally imposed labor reforms. That evil is the spirit of the “slow- 
down,” the tendency of labor leaders to fight any trend toward in- 
creased production or greater efficiency of the worker. Labor’s attitude 
along this line is the result of management’s long abuse of the “speed- 
up,” when jobs were hard to get and workers had to take what came 
their way. As management kept profits up and wages down while con- 
stantly increasing production, thus pyramiding profits still higher, 
labor learned to fight back by slow-down methods. If each worker de- 
liberately produced less, labor unions found that they couid force the 
creation of more jobs. ; 

But economists are saying now that the only way to avoid a de- 
pression and maintain continued prosperity is for labor and manage- 
ment to cooperate for greater production so that there will be in- 
creased wealth to be shared by all. 

Such a process cannot get into motion while the mood in some 
areas of labor is to produce as little as possible. 

A new spirit of cooperation and partnership will have to be cre- 
ated between labor and management. Big labor leadership has in 
many cases become as obstinate and blindly selfish in this issue as man- 


(continued on next page) 





Churchill 
(Continued) 


the nazis, but Churchill consider- 
ed the defeat of Germany secon- 
dary to the securing of the Medi- 
terranean areas for the British 
empire. 

Now you don’t have to depend 
on Between The Lines for the 
truth of this. A cautiously worded 
report of this whole tragic blun- 
der is given in The Saturday Eve- 
ning Post of February 8th, yet 
the facts are all there. 

Churchill is the god of the 
world capitalistic system. As a re- 
sult only the laudatory things 
about him are ever published. 
That he made a dupe out of 
Roosevelt, that his imposed mili- 
tary strategy sacrificed the lives 
of tens of thousands of American 
boys and cost us billions of dol- 
lars never get mentioned. Read 
carefully the article we refer to 
and you will get an eye opener. 
The irony of the situation is that 
Churchill did all this to prevent 
the expansion of Russia. As a re- 
sult of his imposed strategy, Rus- 
sia is now spread over most of 
Europe! 

When history has had a chance, 
the world will have a different 
Churchill than is held up before 
us continuously today. He will 


still be a great man... a great 
orator, a powerful, courageous 
war-time leader, but arrogant, 


blundering and heartless when in- 
vestments are balanced with blood. 


Spared 


An article by Dr. Max Strum in 
the February 8 issue of The Sat- 
urday Evening Post reveals the 
interesting fact that the famous 
woolen mills of Biella, Italy—for 
years tied closely to the British 
woolen industry—were one of the 
few industrial areas in north Italy 
that were entirely spared Allied 
bombing. 


Right vs. Freedom 


America was treated to a clever 
manipulation of words at high 
levels recently. Considerable pub- 
licity in press and radio was given 
to the “Declaration of Human 
Rights” as prepared in a state- 
ment of Catholic policy by the 
American Catholic hierarchy. The 
press and radio, however, remain- 
ed silent about the facts that these 
principles of human rights did not 
include pronouncements concern- 
ing FREEDOM OF RELIGION or 
EDUCATIONAL FREEDOM. 

This declaration upheld “the 
right to worship God in public and 
private” and “the right to educa- 
tion,’ but made no mention of 
freedom to worship God according 
to one’s conscience, or freedom to 
seek truth in education. There is 
a great difference between the 
right to do something and freedom 
to do as the individual conscience 
dictates—that freedom which, of 
course, is the fundamental premise 
of the American Constitution. 


What does any freedom mean if 
man’s soul and his access to truth 
is to be controlled by other men— 

(continued on next page) 





Right vs. Freedom 
(continued) 
no matter what color the robes 
they wear? 

Further light on the true signi- 
ficance of this can be found in the 
present situation in Argentina. As 
is well known, a few months ago 
Dictator Peron of Argentina, who 
rose to power with the help of the 
Catholic hierarchy, recently put 
all education in Argentina under 
the control of the Catholic clergy. 
As a result of this placing of all 
education in Catholic hands, se- 
vere persecution of educators who 
will not conform to the new edu- 
cational controls has broken out. 

The New York Times, on Janu- 
ary 24, reported that many Argen- 
tine professors were trying to find 
refuge in Mexico City. Some of the 
educators have been getting let- 
ters out which tell of the physi- 
cal and mental torture to which 
they are being subjected. The 
Times’ report quoted a letter from 
an Argentine professor: 

“IT am writing this at a time of 
great tragedy for the Argentine 
universities. Hundreds of profes- 
sors, including men grown old in 
their profession, have been dis- 
missed under a false charge... 
and many others have resigned en 
bloc in protest against the out- 
rage. I am among the latter, giv- 
ing up all my teaching work. 

“In our whole faculty of eco- 
nomics there remain only eight 
out of twenty-five men. The scene 
in certain faculties and labora- 
tories is such that they have vir- 
tually been stripped down to care- 
takers. I do not know where this 
is going to stop. .. Academic 
freedom has disappeared; and Ar- 
gentine culture is in the direst 
straits of its history.” 

Remember that education in 
Argentina is now under a com- 
plete control of the Catholic 
Church. If such things are hap- 
pening in Argentine state univer- 
sities, you can imagine what is 
happening in Protestant schools! 

You can see now what the Cath- 
olic declaration of human rights 
meant by speaking of the right to 
get an education without guaran- 
teeing freedom in education. 


CED 


We have often reported to our 
readers concerning the fact that 
there is, in some top business cir- 
cles, a fanatical opposition to all 
progressive measures with a ten- 
dency to label as communistic any 
person or measure aiming to pro- 
mote true free enterprise and to 
save capitalism from monopolistic 
control. We have also reported to 
you concerning the Committee for 
Economic Development, composed 
of many younger, progressive, 
leading industrialists, which was 
organized during the war to aid 
business men throughout the coun- 
try to plan for high-level post-war 
production and employment at a 
time when other nation-wide busi- 
ness organizations were taking a 
backward, reactionary and selfish 
view of economic problems. 

Through the influence of the 
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In looking back over the shelves of history, we find an ever changing 
pattern of human leadership. Like waves of the sea, men have risen and 
fallen. Some were weak; others were strong; some were cruel; others were 
merciful. But overshadowing all, there has stood the f.gure of Christ,—the 
one dominant figure,—dominant in strength, in wisdom, in mercy. Not only 
has He so dominated history in the past, but with each new decade His in- 
fluence grows. In our day we see the world shattered at our feet because 
men have tried to deny Him, and the only return of hope and restoration 
now centers in Him. He is the unavoidable, inescapable fact of history. He 
is God in history. 





X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


agement has been concerning oppressive speed-up systems in the past. 
But, as we have pointed out, this situation is beyond the reach of leg- 


islation or legal reform. Again it is a case where progress must come 
from the heart. 


TOMIC INDUSTRIAL POWER. Few have a clear idea of what 
has been behind the prolonged controversy over the appoint- 
ment of the chairman of the national Atomic Energy Commission. Da- 
vid Lilienthal, the chairman recommended by the President, was the 
successful director of the great TVA power projects for a number of 
years. But because Mr. Lilienthal believes that the great natural re- 
sources of the country should be operated for the benefit of the pub- 


lic at large and not monopolized for the profit of a few, every at-. 


tempt has been made to discredit him as a socialist and communist. 
There are many others who are friends of the philosophy that nat- 
ural resources belong to the people. Someone else who holds this be- 
lief might serve if Mr. Lilienthal becomes such a controversial figure 
that a congressional approval is impossible. 

Behind this conflict is the fact that before long atomic energy will 
become a public utility. Early tests made concerning the practicability 
of using atomic energy for industrial and public power have been so 
unexpectedly successful that the matter of what type of economic 
thought 1s to govern its further development becomes a pressing issue 
of far-reaching importance. 


pera VS. PUBLIC POWER. The privately controlled power 

trusts are working day and night to prevent the further expan- 
sion or success of publicly owned and controlled power sources in 
America. Secretary of the Interior Krug recently reported to President 
Truman that some private utilities and large land companies are at- 
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CED 


(continued) 

CED, both the National Associa- 
tion of Manufacturers and the 
United States Chamber of Com- 
merce recently adopted liberalized 
programs, but the CED still takes 
a somewhat advanced position in 
many respects. It believes it has 
an important role to play which 
cannot be filled as well by other 
business groups. 

An example of the way sOme big 
business leaders blindly fight even 
such intelligent forward-looking 
groups as the CED was recently 
pointed out by a report in the fi- 
nancial pages of one of the New 
York daily papers. Reported this 
daily: 

“The Committee for Economic 
Development issued a new state- 
ment of principles reaffirming its 
adherence to the free enterprise 
system ... because of recent at- 
tacks from ultra - conservative 
business sources against its mod- 
erate viewpoint on labor, fiscal 
and other economic issues. 

“A series of such attacks... 
came to a climax recently with 
charges by a Wall Street financial 
publication that the CED was 
communistic and wanted to na- 
tionalize the banking system. Ac- 
cording to the CED, this was a 
misinterpretation of one of its pol- 
icy statements urging guarantees 
for all bank deposits instead of 
merely those covered by the pres- 
ent $5,000 limit of the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation. 

“Such charges caused amuse- 
ment in CED circles in view of the 
fact that it is headed by men like 
Paul G. Hoffman, president of the 
Studebaker Corporation, ag chair- 
man; Walter D, Fuller, president 
of the Curtis Publishing Company, 
as chairman of the information 
committee, and other oustanding 
industrial figures.” 


Another Angle 


The papers have been full of the 
statements of spokesmen for large 
business interests who have been 
denouncing labor, but when rep- 
resentatives of important corpo- 
rations come out for a tolerant 
constructive view on labor, their 
statements are usually suppressed. 

An instance of this is the case 
of Victor S. Riesenfeld, chairman 
of the board of one large clothing 
company and head of the bargain- 
ing committee of the United States 
Clothing Manufacturers Associa- 
tion. Riesenfeld recently expressed 
the belief that the organization of 
labor unions and industry-wide 
bargaining during the past decade 
or more stabilized profits and 
working conditions, and cut the 
ground out from under sweatshop 
operators. 

Speaking before Congress, this 
clothing manufacturer said that 
proposed legislation to illegalize 
industry-wide bargaining would be 
a backward step. He reached this 
conclusion, he said, after partici- 
pation in scores of bargaining ses- 
sions between management and 
union, and he pointed out that in- 
dustry-wide bargaining has held 
the entire trade steady, preventing 


(continued on next page) 





Another Angle 


(Continued) 
any one clothing center from “up- 
setting the apple cart.” 

“I do not want to appear to be 
making a prescription for all in- 
dustries,” Riesenfeld said, “but in 
the clothing industry, where we 
have a well-disciplined union and 
employer group, and a genuine 
disposition on both sides to take 
into account our mutual prob- 
lems, it would definitely be a step 
backwards to return to local bar- 
gaining.” 


Congress and Labor 


The friends of labor in Congress 
are complaining that they are not 
getting the cooperation of labor 
leaders in promoting a reasonable 
labor legislative program that 
would correct admitted abuses in 
labor unions without including re- 
strictive measures that would crip- 
ple the organized workers’ position 
and weaken the labor movement 
in general. The push for these re- 
strictive measures ig strong, and 
moderates, such as Republican 
Senator Wayne Morse, say that 
the labor leaders will not help 
combat it. 

As a result of these road blocks 
on the part of labor leadership, 
some Senators who are friendly 
toward labor declare that, if they 
have to make the choice of voting 
for no labor legislation at all or 
for restrictive legislation, they 
will vote for restrictive legislation. 
Thus big labor carries on the tech- 
nique of blocking all progress to 
protect personal leadership in the 
same manner that big businesg has 
blocked progress. 

On the other hand, complaints 
have arisen among Senators them- 
selves over the fact that the lead- 
ers in the Senate committee, which 
is taking testimony from authori- 
tative witnesses on what should be 
done about labor legislation, have 
tried to prevent the appearance of 
distinguished educators and pro- 
gressive industrial figures if they 
are opposed to the restrictive type 
of legislation being pushed by 
Senator Ball of Minnesota. Sena- 
tor Ball, a leader in these commit- 
tee hearings, is charged with try- 
ing to eliminate such testimony in 
order to push through the anti- 
labor measures he igs sponsoring. 


Changing Times 

One sign that we have turned 
an economic corner is the report 
that thousands of night clubs and 
hotels with dinner dance and floor 
show entertainment are reporting 
a drastic slump in business and 
that already 5,000 night club en- 
tertainers are out of jobs. This is 
one of the first and most signifi- 
cant signs that the big money, big 
spending days are over. 

Also, the New York Central 
Railroad dropped 7,000 workers 
from its shops and maintenance 
crews during January. Other rail- 
roads are saying they will soon be 
cutting down their payrolls also. 

A depression is not around the 
corner, but the days of easy 
spending and easy jobs will soon 
be over. 


X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


tempting to tear down laws providing low-cost public power and 
small farms for veterans. The report, which was released by the Asso- 
ciated Press, said that there was a danger that the benefit of public 
investment in power and reclamation projects might be “grabbed by 
a few people” and the door of opportunity closed to the public. 

One example of this is the fight centering around the Georgia 
Clark Hill dam on the Savannah River, a project planned by the gov- 
ernment to produce cheap electric power, control floods, conserve soil 
and solve similar problems. Congress approved the project in 1944, 
but the Georgia Power Company has been trying to take over the en- 
terprise. The Federal Power Commission refused to give the private 
company permission to do so and the matter will be brought before 
Congress for a decision. 

The propaganda used by the private corporations is that natural 
resources developed by the government and controlled and operated 
by the government to produce cheap power smacks of socialism and 
communism. The advocates of publicly-owned resources reply that the 
government development of abundant and cheap power furthers free 
enterprise in that small farmers and small independent industrial 
plants are able to obtain this cheap power for vastly increased activi- 
ties. Under private systems the rates are kept high, free enterprise is 
stifled and monopolistic practices encouraged. 


FREIGHT DISCRIMINATIONS. The manipulation of industry 

and finance by privately controlled monopolies has been in evi- 
dence in the struggle for survival of the independent steel industries 
in the West. The great United States Steel Corporation managed to 
gain control of one of the largest western steel plants which was built 
at Geneva, Utah, by the government during the war. Other independ- 
ent steel companies in the west recently faced a serious threat in dis- 
criminatory freight rates when some leading railroads favored the 
United States Steel subsidiary in Utah with special low rates, while 
maintaining the higher rates for independent plants, such as the large 
Kaiser corporation in California. 

This action by the railroads, which gave such a great advantage 
to United States Steel subsidiaries, is easier to understand when it is 
realized that the same group of financial houses in Wall Street that 
have major holdings in railroads also control much of United States 
Steel’s widespread activity. 


ORRECTION. In the X-Ray column of our last issue we stated: 
“Union after union has been eliminating communists until there 
aren’t a half dozen unions in the whole country that have retained a 
communist element worth watching.” These words were written on 
the basis of reports that have since proven to be incomplete concern- 
ing the struggle now going on in union ranks over the communist is- 
sue. After we went to press, further reports came to our attention that 
reveal more completely the depth of the struggle and the tenacious 
gtip the communist minorities are maintaining. 

The CIO, in all of its 39 international unions, is still going 
through a great struggle over the communist issue. The communist 
factions in the unions have been making a renewed effort to widen 
their powers and extend their controls. This push has aroused the 
vigorous resistance of the anti-communist forces, The battle is raging 
back and forth and any summary of the status quo as to which unions 
are communist-dominated and which are not is out of date by the 
time it appears in print. Of the 39 large CIO unions, roughly about 
20 per cent are under strong communist influence, about 40 per cent 
are controlled by vigorous anti-communist forces, with the tug-of-war 
swaying back and forth in the other unions. 

However, it should be clearly kept in mind that when a union is 
communist-dominated, actually only a small percentage of the mem- 
bership is communist, or even sympathetic to communism. The very 
technique of the communists is for the radical minority to gain con- 
trol and run the organization from within by cunning strategy and 
divisive methods, The FBI is not only watching the activity of the 
Communist Party but is also keeping a close eye on practically every 
communist in the country. Thus, while communism in America is a 
definite menace, there are no grounds for the hysteria that prevails in 
much of the press and radio where the word “communism” is hurled 
about promiscuously in the all-out fight against labor. 


Asia for Christ 


Never were the doors so wide 
open to Christianity as they are 
today in Asia—especially in Japan 
and China. While thousands of 
missionaries are returning the 
one great handicap is inflation and 
the financial chaos now prevailing 
in these countries. This situation 
prevents any orderly program of 
reconstruction or expansion, yet 
thousands of non-Christians are 
flocking to Christian worship ser- 
vices and Christian schools, The 
demand for Bibles is enormous 
and it can be only partially met 
with the limited supplies and in- 
adequate shipping facilities. In 
Japan, with the opposition of the 
old military clique to Christianity 
a thing of the past, the growth of 
Christianity seems to be limited 
only by physical facilities to care 
for and direct that growth. The 
poverty and suffering existing 
within Japanese churches and 
among Japanese Christians is, of 
course, appalling, but still the 
Christian church is becoming in- 
creasingly the center of awakened 
Japan. 


Freeing Air Power 


The most significant develop- 
ment in the merger of the armed 
forces of the United States under 
a single and united control is the 
freeing of air power from the 
stranglehold of Army and Navy 
rivalries. Twenty-five years ago, 
General Billy Mitchell amply dem- 
onstrated what air power could do 
if given the chance. He begged 
that air power be given separate, 
specialized and independent lead- 
ership. Because he stepped on the 
toes of the brass and braid in the 
Army and Navy, he was demoted 
and insulted and died literally of a 
broken heart. Now, after twenty- 
five years and a five-year war, the 
brass and braid have admitted 
that he was right and are being 
forced to conform to the principles 
the pioneer flyer pleaded for. 

But it hag been a long lesson 
and a costly one. 


1946 Profits High 


Newspapers and radios spent all 
last year playing up strikes and 
trying to make the American pub- 
lic believe that the strikes were 
bringing national economy to the 
verge of ruin. Yet, Business Week, 
one of America’s most important 
big business journals, recently re- 
ported that strikes made no dent 
on the profits of business. On the 
contrary, corporations chalked up 
the highest gains in their history. 

“Strikes and shortages plagued 
industry throughout the year,” 
the magazine said. “Costs and 
prices chased each other upward 
in dizzy sequence. But tax reduc- 
tion and the flood tide of the post- 
war boom carried profits to some- 
thing like $12,000,000,000 after 
taxes. That tops the 1943 record of 
$9,950,000,000. No other year in 
business history has ever threat- 
ened so much and then paid out so 
handsomely. The 1946 record is a 
witness to the basic health and 
strength of the country’s indus- 


try.” 





